Lesson Plan

Bloom’s Taxonomy (Revised Edition)
Learning Intentions (The teacher may decide not to display the learning intentions
until after the mental set/hook has been explored)
✓ To explore different types of questions.
✓ To examine the importance of being able to identlfy different types and levels of
questions
✓ To examine how these different types and levels of questions help us to
understand and learn material
✓ To further explore the six levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy
Mental Set / Hook
Space is made on the wall/board where a large blank ranking ladder with six rungs
is placed. Teachers will have pre-prepared the six large signs for the ranking ladder
(See sample Ladder attached)

TOPIC: Family/Home– Applicable to all students – elements of prior knowledge
guaranteed

1. Level 1 - Remember
All students are asked to list the members of their family that they live with
(Level 1 - Remember)
Students are asked if they feel this is a difficult question.
Explore with students if there are other times when, and other ways in which,
they must remember information. (List, define, name, state when, state where,
etc.)
The word ‘REMEMBER’ is placed on the board on the bottom rung of the
ladder.
It is clearly stated to students that remembering/recalling information is a
necessary skill, but that it is low order thinking. Introduce the concept of
low order thinking.

2. Level 2 – Understand
Student are asked to pick one member of their immediate family and to describe
them, in their own words, under the following headings (5 minutes)
Physical appearance
Personality
Tastes/likes / Dislikes
Students may not feel comfortable reading this information aloud. Ask for
volunteers. Document on the board the descriptive element of the responses.
Explain how these responses are summaries of their family members traits, that
they are retelling information in their own words, explaining, summarising
describing. This is Level 2 - Understand
The word ‘UNDERSTAND’ is placed on the board on the second rung of the
ladder.

3. Level 3 – Apply
Ask students to imagine what life would be like if they had two more siblings.
Another brother and another sister. In pairs ask students to spend five

minutes writing down how life would be different. Ask the following
questions:
What would life be like at home?
Think of their daily routine, how would that change?
Discuss with students how, in answering these questions, they are applying
knowledge that they already have about family life to a different scenario.
This is moving towards higher order thinking and that they all have this ability.
Explain how students apply information and prior knowledge on a daily basis –
Solving problems, calculating, examining, modifying, classifying, using…
The word ‘APPLY’ is placed on the board on the third rung of the ladder.

4. Level 4 – Analyse
Here students are asked to pick two members of their immediate family and to
compare them under the following headings
Physical appearance
Age
Personality
Role in the family
Students could also be asked to identify how their role as a son/daughter is
different to the role of a parent. Ask them to explore this idea, thus forcing
them to compare, distinguish, order, infer, categorise etc.
Discuss with students how ‘analyse’ is a higher form of thinking than those
that have gone previous.
The word ‘ANALYSE’ is placed on the board on the fourth rung of the ladder.
N.B. – It is important at this stage to recap on the previous levels that have
been discussed so far.
Remember – List, define, name, state when, state where
Understand – Retell, restate, describe, explain, summarise
Apply – Solve, calculate, examine, modify, classify, use
Analyse – compare, distinguish, order, infer, categorise
5. Level 5 - Evaluate
Here we introduce the role of a parent/guardian and list imaginary rules that
are going to be introduced at home: Display the following three rules on the
board:
1. You are no longer allowed to have a mobile phone
2. You must be home by 7.30 p.m. each night
3. You must do choirs in the house to earn pocket money
Ask students, in pairs, to evaluate these rules as a student and as a parent.
They must argue both sides giving reasons why the rule is valid as a parent and
give reasons why these rules are invalid/valid from a student’s perspective.
The students must justify if these rules are justifiable overall.
Extract the information in pairs, allowing safety to be established in the
classroom.
Explain to students that this is higher order thinking. Explore how students
have to evaluate in everyday life; justify, assess, judge, defend, question,
argue, critique etc.

The word ‘EVALUATE’ is placed on the board on the fifth rung of the ladder.
6. Level 6 – Create
Students are asked to imagine into the future when they no longer live with
their immediate family. Ask them to imagine what their future family might be
like or how their life might change as they move out of the family home.
This exercise gives students an opportunity to imagine, create an image of their
future, to build, compose, make, construct, design etc.
Discuss with students some examples of questions where they are asked to do
the above. Explore subjects/topics where this is required. Explain to
students that this is the highest order of thinking, where they create
something new based on knowledge, investigation and understanding in the
lower levels.
The word ‘CREATE’ is placed on the board on the top rung of the ladder.
N.B. – It is important at this stage to recap on all six levels

Input / Information
Introduce the Title of ‘Bloom’s Taxonomy’ to students
Refer to the ladder created on the Board – See and explore Bloom’s Taxonomy
Diagram (Attached)
It is important to explain to students that thinking can oftentimes fit in to more than
one category. For categorisation of levels 4, 5, and 6, the literature reports that
disagreement is more often the rule than agreement. One reason is because of the
amount of background information the student brings to the learning.
Use ‘The true story of The Three Little Pigs’ (PDF Available online) and the questions
on page 80 of Beyond Monet: The Artful Science of Instructional Integration by
Barrie Bennett and Carol Rolheiser as a further example of differentiated
questioning.
Modelling / Demonstration and checking for Understanding
Utilise the ‘Action Verbs as Defined in the Specification’ handout from the JCT
Website. See attached.
In pairs get the students to identify what level they think the verb and its description
applies to.
It is important that the teacher explains the some verbs and questions may apply to
more than one of the six levels.
Extract the information from the students to discuss to ensure clarity amongst the
student body.

Practice
Going forward, it is important to identify higher and lower order thinking with
students when they are answering questions.
Studies have shown that if a student recognises a question as analyse, and
understands what analyse means, they will respond more precisely to that question.

See examples of Questions on Page 79 and 80 of Beyond Monet : The Artful Science
of Instructional Integration by Barrie Bennett and Carol Rolheiser.
N.B. In order to fully embed the understanding of higher and lower order thinking
Bloom’s revised taxonomy must be explored across all subject areas and must be a
framework that is continuously referred to when questioning in class
Key Phrases to be highlighted:
Bloom’s Taxonomy
Remember
Understand
Apply
Analyse
Evaluate
Create
Higher and Lower Order Thinking

