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How we 
communicated with 
staff about what we 
were going to do?
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Cooperative Learning through 
Instructional Leadership

Cooperative Learning is important for creating a learning 
community that values diversity

SSE FOCUS 2019/2020

Teams Games Tournament





Co-operative 
Learning

What would you like students to be 
able to say they’ve gained from being 
in your classroom?

Learning is maximised 
when it takes place within 

the context of support, 
encouragement and 

assistance….

Whoever explains 
and elaborates 

learns

“What children do 
together today they can 

do alone tomorrow” 
Vygotsky 1965



When Co-
operative learning 
is implemented 
effectively, we 
can expect…

• Higher self-esteem

• Higher achievement

• Increased retention

• Greater social support

• More on-task behaviour

• Greater collaborative skills

• Greater intrinsic motivation

• Improved perception skills

• Better attitudes toward school / towards 
teachers

• Higher-level of reasoning

• More positive psychological adjustment



Role of the 
Teacher in 
Cooperative 
Learning:

The teacher facilitator must consider 
the following questions:

What do you need to organise before the 
lesson?

What directions/instructions will you give at 
the beginning of the lesson?

What will you do while students are working in 
their collaborative groups?

How will closure be accomplished to maximise 
student learning?



IL Student Voice: activating learner 
voice in the classroom

Activating students as 
owners of their own 
learning

1

Activating students as 
learning resources for 
one another

2

Providing feedback 
that moves learning 
forward

3

Engineering effective 
classroom 
discussions, tasks and 
activities that elicit 
evidence of learning

4



The Learner Voice Student Team



The Language 
of Learning

The student Learning 
Team focused on:

• being able to
confidently co-create 
success criteria

• how to respond fully to 
questions asked in 
class

• how to confidently 
formulate their own 
questions

• helping with the roll 
out of Teams Games 
Tournament in classes



2nd Year Learner Voice Team



How we ran the tournament…



TGT – The Set Up

• Have your questions and answers ready on separate cards 
(laminate these as they can be used over and over again).

• To incorporate differentiation, the questions can be made 
more complex as the value of the suite increases.

• Print a set of Questions and answers for each team

• Print a score card for each team

• Have a full deck of card ready per team



TGT – The 
procedure

The class is placed in groups of 4 or 6 (4 works best)

The instructor/teachers asks the teams to label each member of the 
team A, B

Then all the A’s are asked to sit together, and all the B’s are asked to 
sit together

The teams are asked to give themselves a Team Name.

Students chose the role of Quizzer, Recorder and Responder.

Each team is provided with a score card.

The teams then write their team name on the score card.

The cards with the answers are placed on the tables



TGT – The 
Procedure

To start The B’s take the answers and the questions

The B’s shuffle the cards

The A’s take a card and show the B’s the selected card

The B’s read out the question which correspond to that 
question

The A’s work as a team to answer the question, once they 
have an answer, they fill in their table on the score card.

They then share their answer with the B’s. The B’s check 
the answer with the corresponding Answer Cards.



TGT –
Scores and 
turns

• If the A’s answer is correct they get 
a score of 1.

• They also get to take 
another question. This continues until 
they get an incorrect answer.

Correct answers:

• If the A’s answer is incorrect they 
get a score of 0.

• They take the Questions, answers 
cards and the deck of cards and 
repeat the steps above.

Incorrect answers:



Overview of their engagement 

Learner Voice Through Teams Games Tournament 



Wins/Success Indicators

1st year students were sent a questionnaire after completing 
the teams game tournament. 











Specific Challenge

We had hoped to repeat the Teams Game Tournament later 
on in the year but due to COVID-19 this was not possible. 



Any Questions?


