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Placemat Activity:
• Single words – write down – individual
• Gather words on placemat and formulate a definition / an answer
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Individual – write down examples of situations where you as a student are required 
to answer questions.  Share with your partner
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TPS – Placemat in twos
Letterhead A/B – B writes and A shares
Outline Collabortative Skills

6



Compile a list on whiteboard/flipchart.
From among all suggestions, zoom in on lack of appropriate thinking before 
answering – link to ‘wait-time’ and quality of answer
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From all the suggestions on board/flipchart, what should we do before answering 
questions?
This chart is a guide and we will zoom in on 2 & 3
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Emphasise depth of 
thinking and the link to 
quality of the answer.
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Further slides assume that Golidlocks video has been viewed.
The following slides are complemented by our in-house Blooms Taxonomy Booklet 
(Blooms_Taxonomy_Booklet.pdf) which is also available on the IL website.
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Ask how well they know the story and do they feel ready for a test?
Give page two – pens down and think about questions
Ask are there any easy questions. Which do they think is the hardest. Were the 
questions what they expected?
Give page 3, ask to think about the easiest to hard, time spent on answering – do 
individually
Give page 4 and ask them to agree their answers
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Slide intentionally blank to allow for drawing of placement of questions as per page 4 
of Blooms Taxonomy Booklet.
Answers on board from paired results
Reveal correct levels and ask them to write them in
Give page 5
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Reminder about why we are here
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Okay, have been doing a lot of thinking and sharing. Time for discussion/reflection on 
what we have learned so far.
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This is our approach to teaching Bloom’s, emphasising the depths of thinking that are 
required to answer each type of question.  Later, we show students the revised 
taxonomy that inverts the structure. We would also teach the students that in order 
to answer “higher-order questions”, really deep levels of thinking are required, i.e. 
Analysis, Evaluation and Synthesis.  We would also emphasise that some theorists 
interchange the position of Synthesis and Evaluation in the structure and provide 
examples of this.
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We would emphasise that these starter phrases do not guarantee a particular level of 
Bloom’s and provide examples.  Students need to be wary of this.  In terms of action 
words, i.e the ‘-ings’, we continue to teach the depth of thinking as the key to 
understanding Bloom’s as opposed to focusing on action words ending in ‘-ing’
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Emphasise that Application is about using your knowledge in a real or practical 
situation.  Emphasise that this is not just mechanical and that there can be no proper 
Application without Understanding (We don’t believe in learning mathematical 
formulae by heart and trying to solve problems using the formula without full 
understanding of the components in the formula and their links to each other).
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Give page 9 and fill in pairs
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Give out page 10 and allow groups to complete the task
Get paired answers and put on board (intentionally blank slide)
Reveal answers and give page 11
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Now we put this into a subject-specific context.  Students don’t need to have a 
background in Business to assess the depth of thinking in this exercise.
The real exam lies in aligning the questions with their appropriate level of Bloom’s.
Give out page 12
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